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Library Faculty Council Meeting Minutes
2 October 2012, 2:00 p.m., Room 218, Poynter Library
Librarians Present: Gary Austin, Deborah Henry, Patricia Pettijohn, Kaya Van Beynen, Jim Schnur
Regrets:

Tina Neville

Guests:

Carol Hixson

Meeting:

Called to order at 2:02 p.m. by Patricia

Minutes:

Deb moved, and Patricia seconded, approval of September 4 meeting minutes. Motion
passed.

Faculty Governance Reports
Announcements: Jim’s New Book: Jim announced that his coffee table history of Pinellas County is in
press and should be available sometime next week.
System Faculty Council: Patricia noted that the Council met at the Tampa campus. Discussion continued
on the issue of criminal background checks (budgetary responsibility for paying for the checks, thresholds for
crimes since the wording is so broadly composed, does it include employees in USF Athletics, etc.). They
also discussed the selection process for Distinguished University Professors, with language regarding
regional campuses removed except that there can only be a maximum of three. SFC is finally finished with
revisions to its bylaws.
Faculty Senate: FS produced a report that was submitted to Frank Biafora in his capacity as Chair of the
Regional Chancellor Search Advisory Committee. Website filtering concerns remain unresolved. FS set its
priorities for the next year. These include evaluation of administrators and Distance Learning. Carol is
scheduled to attend the next meeting.
Undergraduate Council: Jim described the frenzied activity that took place last Thursday and Friday
regarding the proposal for a BA in World Languages and Cultures. The proposal was supposed to be
reviewed on September 27 but was not delivered to the Council. Approximately 100 pages of documentation
was emailed to Undergraduate Council members on Friday morning, September 28, with an expectation that
we bless the proposal before the close of business since a new degree approval process took effect on
October 1. The handling of this matter was not respectful of Council members and necessitated Jim
organizing an emergency meeting on Friday afternoon and documenting approval of the meeting minutes via
email the same day so they could be added to the USFSP Digital Archive. Jim mentioned the concerns
expressed about the application’s deficiencies and how the Council offered its approval contingent on
substantive revisions.
Graduate Council: No report
Research Council: Bill Hogarth announced the re-implementation of USFSP Internal Awards. Flyers went
out to all faculty, announcing an application deadline of November 16. The Council is exploring the
complexity of the IRB application for social research and availability of support for USFSP researchers
applying for IRB approval. Two applications for summer stipends were put forward for review.
General Education: No report
Awards Committee: No report

Meeting Minutes
Approval of minutes occurred as stated above.

Old Business
Promotion Committee: No updates.

New Business
None

Meeting adjourned at 2:31 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
Jim Schnur
Council Secretary

